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are heard. There is no more, ‘Can we be 
heard?’ It is now. People hear us. They 
ask, ‘What’s next?’’’ 

These young people are rightfully 
going to keep up their demands until 
we make significant reforms that make 
a lasting impact. I ask my Republican 
colleagues to not only listen to these 
students, but to also take meaningful 
action to address the gun violence epi-
demic in this country. Words are not 
enough. We must move forward. 

f 

THE DO-NOTHING REPUBLICAN 
CONGRESS IS MISSING IN ACTION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, exactly 
1 month ago, 14 innocent students and 
3 innocent teachers were massacred at 
a high school in Parkland, Florida. 

We are in the midst of a gun violence 
epidemic in this country; mass shoot-
ing after mass shooting after mass 
shooting; massacre in the workplace in 
San Bernardino, California; massacre 
at a nightclub in Orlando, Florida; 
massacre at a concert in Las Vegas, 
Nevada; massacre in churches down in 
Charleston, South Carolina and in 
Texas; massacre in schools, in New-
town, Connecticut, and Parkland, Flor-
ida. 

We are in the midst of a gun violence 
epidemic in this country, yet the do- 
nothing Republican Congress is miss-
ing in action. 

The overwhelming majority of the 
American people support universal 
background checks. The overwhelming 
majority of the American people sup-
port limiting access to weapons of war. 
The overwhelming majority of the 
American people support raising the 
age of purchase from 18 to 21. Yet the 
do-nothing Republican Congress is 
missing in action. 

Our students should be able to go to 
school and focus on reading, writing, 
and arithmetic; but, instead, they are 
often in school with their hands in the 
air, participating in active shooting 
drills. Yet the do-nothing Republican 
Congress is missing in action. 

All throughout the country today, 
tens of thousands of students in blue 
States and red States; students in 
urban America, rural America, and 
suburban America; students in the 
North, the South, the East, and the 
West, are walking out of class for 17 
minutes to demand that Congress pass 
commonsense gun violence prevention 
legislation. 

I salute your courage. I salute your 
conviction. I salute your determination 
to make a difference. 

The students of this great country 
have stepped up. Now it is time for 
Congress to do the same. It is time for 
Congress to choose. We can either 
stand with the students, or you can 
stand with the NRA. History will judge 
us all. 

The students of this country are 
being cut down in the classroom in cold 

blood, yet the do-nothing Republican 
Congress is missing in action. 

We don’t work for the NRA. We don’t 
work for the gun manufacturers. We 
don’t work for the merchants of death. 
We work for the American people, and 
it is time for us to finally address the 
gun violence epidemic in America. 

Enough is enough. The American 
people deserve a better deal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All 
Members are reminded to direct their 
remarks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience. 
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WE NEED RESPONSIBLE GUN 
SAFETY LAWS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Mrs. DEMINGS) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, 1 
month ago today, a man brutally mur-
dered 17 children and educators in 
Parkland, Florida. He killed these in-
nocent people using a semiautomatic, 
assault-style weapon. These weapons, 
designed for the battlefield, are easily 
available across this country. 

It has been 19 years since the Col-
umbine school shooting. That massacre 
shocked America. Our country debated 
that shooting and the causes for 
months, for years. But in what has be-
come an all-too-familiar pattern, Con-
gress did nothing to address the factor 
that makes these massacres so deadly, 
the easy access to guns. 

You see, after Columbine, the gun 
lobby knew that they were in trouble, 
so they put a whole lot of time and a 
whole lot of money into confusing the 
issue. They said: ‘‘It’s not guns. It’s 
bullying. It’s not guns. It’s the lack of 
school security. It’s not guns. It’s our 
violent culture, music, and video 
games.’’ 

Well, other countries have all of 
these things, but other countries do 
not have mass shootings like ours be-
cause other countries have responsible 
gun safety laws. 

Today, 1 month after the Parkland 
shooting, we are, once again, dis-
cussing guns. Today, as after Col-
umbine, the gun lobby knows that they 
are in trouble because this time these 
children who survived the Parkland 
shooting are not trying to return to 
the way life was before the shooting. 
They are taking a stand. And, yes, we 
do stand with them. 

See, these children believe that they 
can change the world. They should, and 
they are. I mean, after all, isn’t that 
what we taught them: that when they 
see something wrong, they do some-
thing about it? 

So the gun lobby is going back to 
their same old tactics: It is not guns; it 
is the fact that the teachers don’t have 
guns. 
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How surprising that the gun lobby so-
lution to school shootings is to buy 
more guns. But as a former law en-
forcement officer who has been trained 

in active shooter situations, I can tell 
you that arming teachers is a dan-
gerous and disturbing idea. We should 
prevent mass shootings and not com-
plicate them. 

I can tell you that having multiple 
armed individuals present in an active 
shooter situation only complicates the 
response. Arming teachers would lead 
to taxpayer-sponsored shootouts, en-
dangering outscaled and outgunned 
teachers, putting our children at risk. 

We already ask our overworked and 
underpaid teachers to do too much. A 
national survey of teachers found that, 
if offered the choice to carry a firearm, 
most would refuse. Many have said 
they would quit. 

The solution to gun violence is not 
shootouts between teachers and school 
shooters. Instead, we can finally take 
serious but real measures addressing 
gun safety. 

We should stop this absurd idea be-
fore it becomes reality. Congress 
should move swiftly to prevent the ad-
ministration from shifting tax dollars 
meant for antiterrorism programs to 
buying guns for teachers. I had hoped 
to incorporate this commonsense idea 
in a bill scheduled to come before the 
Homeland Security Committee last 
week, but I was blocked for doing so, 
and that is why, last night, I intro-
duced a new bill to put the idea into 
law. Money for fighting terrorism 
should stay where it is, and our teach-
ers should be allowed to teach. 

We saw that in my own congressional 
district in Orlando, Florida, the result 
of lack of action where 49 people were 
killed and 58 still suffer life-changing 
injuries when they were gunned down 
in a nightclub. See, everybody, living 
in a country that we say is the greatest 
country in the world should have the 
right to go to church, to go to school, 
to go to a mall, to go to a movie the-
ater without being gunned down. 

Mr. Speaker, we should take action 
after this shooting and do our jobs to 
protect our children and serve our com-
munities. 

f 

TAKING A HARD LOOK AT GUN 
VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. MEEKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning because the camera of history 
is rolling. It is rolling and it is record-
ing. It is recording the fact that the 
NRA continues to distort the meaning 
of the Second Amendment, that the 
NRA continues to incite its members 
with propaganda and then threatens 
my Republican colleagues, and that my 
Republican colleagues, in fear, hover 
down to their wishes and do nothing to 
prevent mass shootings in the United 
States of America. 

The camera of history is rolling, Mr. 
Speaker, and the camera will record 
the fact that we have a President of 
the United States who believes in re-
ality TV shows. In fact, he had an open 
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